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Brinkworth, Emma (Planning Officer)

From: Harris, Matthew (Ecology Officer)
Sent: 16 July 2025 09:39
To: Brinkworth, Emma (Planning Officer)
Subject: RE: Planning Consultation Request for case ref: 25/0489

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Hello Emma, 
 
I have considered this applicaƟon in relaƟon to secƟon 7.0, Figure 4 - 'Checklist for protected/priority Species 
Surveys' set out in the Wildlife and Development SPG, which sets out the criteria we use for deciding when a bat 
survey is needed.   The nature and locaƟon of these buildings and the works proposed to them suggest that there is 
a reasonable likelihood of an impact upon roosƟng bats, therefore any applicaƟon should be supported by a bat 
survey to determine if this is the case.  Specifically in this instance, the proposed works would inevitably disturb a 
bat roost if one were present in the roof, and I am saƟsfied that there is sufficient foraging and commuƟng habitat 
nearby to support a bat populaƟon. 
 
In the first instance a preliminary survey of bat roost potenƟal should be undertaken.  This can take place at any 
Ɵme of year. The outcome of a preliminary roost assessment will include one of the following:- 
 

 an adverse impact upon bats is so unlikely that no further acƟon in relaƟon to bats is necessary, or 
 the likelihood of an impact is low, such that precauƟonary miƟgaƟon measures can reduce this likelihood 

sƟll further, or 
 the likelihood of an impact upon bats is high, so further survey are needed in order to establish exactly what 

the impact would be, or 
 the outcome is uncertain due to, for example, lack of access to certain areas of the building, so further 

survey are needed in order to establish exactly what the impact would be, or 
 the impact is certain and can be defined precisely on the basis of the preliminary assessment, such that no 

further surveys are needed, but a licence issued by NRW would be required to allow works to proceed 
legally. 

 
If a more detailed survey is required, this can only take place between May and September inclusive.   
 
Therefore I advise that the  applicant undertakes a preliminary assessment at the earliest opportunity. I would be 
happy to comment on a report into this survey in due course. 
 
MaƩ Harris 
Ecology Officer 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: planning@newport.gov.uk <planning@newport.gov.uk>  
Sent: 16 July 2025 07:51 
To: Harris, MaƩhew (Ecology Officer) <MaƩhew.Harris@newport.gov.uk> 
Subject: Planning ConsultaƟon Request for case ref: 25/0489 
 
Dear Head Of City Services 
 
Please find aƩached correspondence from Newport Council with regards to the above planning applicaƟon 
submiƩed on 18 June 2025. 
 
Your sincerely  
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Development Management 


