
From:                                 Tony Chivers <tonychivers@gd-environmental.co.uk>
Sent:                                  27 June 2025 09:38:44 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Sanders, Francesca (Senior Planning Officer)" 
<Francesca.Sanders@newport.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: 25/0310

 
Hi Franccesca, 
 
As requested, please see below my response to the highways objection regarding the proposed 
secondary access to the GD Environmental yard and haulage operations (Planning Ref: 
25/0310). 
 
We note the Local Highway Authority's objection to the proposed secondary access on the 
basis that "the less access points there are to any road the safer it is," and their assertion that a 
"compelling safety benefit" has not been demonstrated. However, we respectfully submit that 
this position does not accurately reflect the guidance provided within Technical Advice Note 
(TAN) 18: Transport.
 
TAN18 does not require that new development proposals provide a demonstrable highway 
safety benefit. Instead, the test articulated in TAN18 is whether the proposed development 
would cause an unacceptable impact on highway safety or the transportation network.
 
In the case of the proposed secondary access, there is a clear operational rationale: separating 
staff and light vehicle movements from HGV and service yard movements. This segregation 
significantly reduces potential internal conflicts and ultimately enhances the overall safety of site 
operations and the efficiency of the business. 
 
Furthermore, the secondary access would be designed in accordance with current highway 
design standards, ensuring suitable geometry and adequate visibility splays. Consequently, the 
proposal does not present any demonstrable highway safety risks.
 
Given this context, it is clear that the requirement by the Highway Authority for a "compelling 
safety benefit" exceeds the requirements of TAN18. The policy does not support refusal simply 
due to a general preference for fewer access points, especially where the proposed access 
arrangement demonstrably addresses operational safety and efficiency.
 
We trust this clarification addresses the points raised and provides the necessary policy 
justification for the proposed secondary access. Please let me know if you require any further 
detail or clarification.
 
Kind Regards , 
 
Tony 



     
From: Sanders, Francesca (Senior Planning Officer) <Francesca.Sanders@newport.gov.uk> 
Sent: 26 June 2025 11:34
To: Tony Chivers <tonychivers@gd-environmental.co.uk>
Subject: RE: 25/0310
 
Hi tony, 
 
Yes can you please outline the purpose of the second access. 
 
Kind regards 
Francesca Sanders 
  
Senior Planning Officer/Uwch Swyddogion Cynllunio 
Adfywio a Datblygu Economaidd / Regeneration and Economic Development 
Cyngor Dinas Casnewydd / Newport City Council 
Civic Centre 
Godfrey Road 
Newport NP20 4UR 
Tel/Ffôn 01633 831694 
francesca.sanders@newport.gov.uk  
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Please Note: I am currently working from home and may not always be reachable on 
this telephone number. Should you call and fail to get through, please contact me via 
email. I will aim to respond to all enquiries by email unless alternative arrangements 
such as a call via Microsoft Teams are mutually agreed. 
 
When submitting documents by email that are large or those that may contain 
macros such as Excel type files, it is advised that the sender should check 
separately with the case officer that the file has been received and not blocked by 
the Council’s automated IT security systems.
Wrth gyflwyno dogfennau dros e-bost sy’n fawr neu’r rheiny a all gynnwys 
macros, megis ffeiliau Excel, argymhellir i’r anfonwr gysylltu â’r swyddog achos i 
sicrhau fod y ffeil wedi’i dderbyn ac heb gael ei flocio gan systemau diogelwch 
TG awtomataidd y Cyngor 
 
 
From: Tony Chivers <tonychivers@gd-environmental.co.uk> 
Sent: 25 June 2025 20:39
To: Sanders, Francesca (Senior Planning Officer) <Francesca.Sanders@newport.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: 25/0310
 
Hi Francesca , 
 
Further to my previous email and agreement to the extension of time ( 24/04/25 ) I have 
just noticed the consultation response from the Highway Officer . I cannot believe the 
officer is objecting on highway safety grounds given the proposed visibility spays and 
design of the new access facility for such a category highway . 
Do you want me to provide you with more information why the secondary access is 
required for the business and operational purposes ? 
As with the previous application along Nash Road , this highway safety objection is not 
justified - the proposal before you complies with both the Newport County Council`s and 
Welsh Government highway design guidelines . Once again, I will be more than happy 
to contest and fight this issue at appeal .  
 
Kind Regards , 
 
Tony  
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From: Sanders, Francesca (Senior Planning Officer) <Francesca.Sanders@newport.gov.uk> 
Sent: 25 June 2025 10:02
To: Tony Chivers <tonychivers@gd-environmental.co.uk>
Subject: 25/0310
 
Hi Tony, 
 
I am due to go on maternity leave next week and will be passing this case over to my colleague 
Lydia Burrows, are you therefore able to agree to an extension of time until 24/07/2025 please? 
 
Kind regards 
Francesca Sanders 
  
Senior Planning Officer/Uwch Swyddogion Cynllunio 
Adfywio a Datblygu Economaidd / Regeneration and Economic Development 
Cyngor Dinas Casnewydd / Newport City Council 
Civic Centre 
Godfrey Road 
Newport NP20 4UR 
Tel/Ffôn 01633 831694 
francesca.sanders@newport.gov.uk  
  
Please Note: I am currently working from home and may not always be reachable on 
this telephone number. Should you call and fail to get through, please contact me via 
email. I will aim to respond to all enquiries by email unless alternative arrangements 
such as a call via Microsoft Teams are mutually agreed. 
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When submitting documents by email that are large or those that may contain 
macros such as Excel type files, it is advised that the sender should check 
separately with the case officer that the file has been received and not blocked by 
the Council’s automated IT security systems.
Wrth gyflwyno dogfennau dros e-bost sy’n fawr neu’r rheiny a all gynnwys 
macros, megis ffeiliau Excel, argymhellir i’r anfonwr gysylltu â’r swyddog achos i 
sicrhau fod y ffeil wedi’i dderbyn ac heb gael ei flocio gan systemau diogelwch 
TG awtomataidd y Cyngor 
 
 

Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg, Saesneg neu yn y ddwy iaith. Byddwn yn cyfathrebu â chi yn 
ôl eich dewis. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

The Council welcomes correspondence in English or Welsh or both, and will respond to you according to your 
preference. Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to delay.

 

Disclaimer/Ymwadiad

This email contains information intended for the addressee only and may be confidential, the subject of legal or 
professional privilege, or be otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this 
message, please notify the sender immediately and do not disclose, distribute or copy the email to any other party. 
This email and any attached file are the property of Newport City Council.

When you email Newport City Council, you consent to the Council monitoring and reading any such emails for the 
purposes of security and legislative compliance. For the full disclaimer please access 
http://www.newport.gov.uk/disclaimer.

Mae'r e-bost hwn yn cynnwys gwybodaeth y bwriedir ar gyfer y derbynnydd yn unig a gall fod yn gyfrinachol, yn 
destun ragorfraint gyfreithiol neu broffesiynol, neu fel arall wedi’i diogelu rhag cael ei rhyddhau. Os nad chi yw 
derbynnydd bwriadedig y neges hon, a fyddech cystal â rhoi gwybod i'r anfonwr ar unwaith a pheidio â datgelu, 
dosbarthu neu gopïo’r e-bost i unrhyw barti arall. Mae’r e-bost hon ac unrhyw ffeiliau atodedig yn eiddo i Gyngor 
Dinas Casnewydd. 

Pan fyddwch yn anfon e-bost at Gyngor Dinas Casnewydd, rydych yn cydsynio i’r Cyngor fonitro a darllen unrhyw 
e-byst o’r fath at ddibenion cydymffurfio â diogelwch ac â deddfwriaeth. I weld yr ymwadiad llawn ewch i 
http://www.newport.gov.uk/ymwadiad 

Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg, Saesneg neu yn y ddwy iaith. Byddwn yn cyfathrebu â chi yn 
ôl eich dewis. Ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

The Council welcomes correspondence in English or Welsh or both, and will respond to you according to your 
preference. Corresponding in Welsh will not lead to delay.
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message, please notify the sender immediately and do not disclose, distribute or copy the email to any other party. 
This email and any attached file are the property of Newport City Council.

When you email Newport City Council, you consent to the Council monitoring and reading any such emails for the 
purposes of security and legislative compliance. For the full disclaimer please access 
http://www.newport.gov.uk/disclaimer.
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