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Dear Sir/Madam

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
PROPOSAL: Partial discharge of conditions 14 (Noise attenuation fencing) and 24 (Boundary 
treatments) of planning permission 13/1279 for the development of 251 dwellings and 
associated works including boundary treatments, retaining walls, vehicular access, parking, 
pathways and landscaping affecting public right of way 407/1
Land to South of Glan Usk Primary School, Herbert Road, Newport

Thank you for your letter dated 15 March, together with the opportunity to comment on this proposal.

Whilst there is no objection in principle to this proposal, providing the toe of the embankment is not 
excavated or changed. The site construction road should not be constructed in such a way that it will 
undermine the existing earthworks, therefore, we request they do not excavate the toe of the 
embankment in this section.

Notwithstanding the above, I give below my comments and requirements for the safe operation of the 
railway and the protection of Network Rail's adjoining land.

FENCING
If not already in place, the Developer/applicant must provide at their expense a suitable trespass 
proof fence (of at least 1.8m in height) adjacent to Network Rail’s boundary and make provision for its 
future maintenance and renewal without encroachment upon Network Rail land. Network Rail’s 
existing fencing / wall must not be removed or damaged and at no point either during construction or 
after works are completed on site should the foundations of the fencing or wall or any embankment 
therein be damaged, undermined or compromised in any way. Any vegetation on Network Rail land 
and within Network Rail’s boundary must also not be disturbed.

FOUNDATIONS
Network Rail offers no right of support to the development. Where foundation works penetrate 
Network Rail’s support zone or ground displacement techniques are used the works will require 
specific approval and careful monitoring by Network Rail. There should be no additional loading 
placed on the cutting and no deep continuous excavations parallel to the boundary without prior 
approval.

DRAINAGE



All surface water drainage should be directed away from Network Rail’s land to the public mains 
system. Soakaways are not acceptable where the following apply:

 Where excavations which could undermine Network Rail’s structural support zone or 
adversely affect the bearing capacity of the ground

 Where there is any risk of accidents or other acts leading to potential pollution of Network 
Rail’s property/infrastructure

 Where the works could adversely affect the water table in the vicinity of Network Rail’s 
structures or earthworks.

GROUND DISTURBANCE
The works involve disturbing the ground on or adjacent to Network Rail’s land it is likely/possible that 
the Network Rail and the utility companies have buried services in the area in which there is a need to 
excavate. Network Rail’s ground disturbance regulations applies. The developer should seek specific 
advice from Network Rail on any significant raising or lowering of the levels of the site.

ACCESS POINTS
Where Network Rail has defined access points, these must be maintained to Network Rail’s 
satisfaction.

EXCAVATIONS/EARTHWORKS
All excavations / earthworks carried out in the vicinity of Network Rail’s property / structures must be 
designed and executed such that no interference with the integrity of that property / structure can 
occur. If temporary compounds are to be located adjacent to the operational railway, these should be 
included in a method statement for approval by Network Rail. Prior to commencement of works, full 
details of excavations and earthworks to be carried out near the railway undertaker’s boundary fence 
should be submitted for approval of the Local Planning Authority acting in consultation with the railway 
undertaker and the works shall only be carried out in accordance with the approved details. Where 
development may affect the railway, consultation with the Asset Protection Engineer should be 
undertaken.

SIGNALLING
The proposal must not interfere with or obscure any signals that may be in the area.

LANDSCAPING
It is recommended no trees are planted closer than 1.5 times their mature height to the boundary 
fence. The developer should adhere to Network Rail’s advice guide on acceptable tree/plant species. 
Any tree felling works where there is a risk of the trees or branches falling across the boundary fence 
will require railway supervision.

PLANT, SCAFFOLDING AND CRANES
Any scaffold which is to be constructed adjacent to the railway must be erected in such a manner that, 
at no time will any poles or cranes over-sail or fall onto the railway. All plant and scaffolding must be 
positioned, that in the event of failure, it will not fall on to Network Rail land.

The initial point of contact is assetprotectionwales@networkrail.co.uk. The department will provide all 
necessary Engineering support subject to a Basic Asset Protection Agreement.
In order to mitigate the risks detailed above, the Developer should contact the Network Rail’s Asset 
Protection Wales Team well in advance of mobilising on site or commencing any works.
Please feel free to get in contact if you have any questions.

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Morgan
Town Planning Technician (Western)

www.networkrail.co.uk/property

Please send all Notifications and Consultations to townplanningwestern@networkrail.co.uk or by post to Network 
Rail, Town Planning, 1st Floor, Bristol Temple Point, Redcliffe Way, Bristol BS1 6NL


