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Option A 

Option A accommodates two W/Cs within the existing space (one of 
which is accessible), with in built storage along the North wall. A new 
door is proposed within the existing opening to the east. Two small new 
windows are incorporated into the south facade to provide light into the 
toilet spaces. A new ramp runs along the east facade, ensuring that the 
building is accessible. 

The walls are extended upwards to provide sufficient head height within the 
space. A new pitched roof is added to reflect the traditional pitched roofs on 
the adjacent Church and Church Hall. The roof will be finished with slate, 
again to match the adjacent existing buildings.  

See drawings 01310a-Ground Floor Plan, 02400a-Elevations and 03500a-
Sections for more information.
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Option B 

Option B again accommodates two W/Cs (one of which is accessible), 
but the storage is now contained within a lockable cupboard as opposed 
to being in built units within the lobby. An additional window is proposed 
adjacent to the door, which remains in its existing position. Instead of a 
ramp, the adjacent hardstanding is graded to provide an accessible route 
into the space. 

The walls are again extended upwards to provide sufficient head height within 
the space. In option B the roof is proposed as a mono pitch, to match the 
existing configuration. The roof will be covered with a membrane roofing to 
provide a waterproof finish.  

See drawings 01310b-Ground Floor Plan, 02400b-Elevations and 03500b-
Sections for more information.
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EXISTING MATERIALS KEY
EX 1. EXTERNAL WALLS: Running bond red brick
EX 4. LANDSCAPING: Metal railing (height: 1550mm)
EX 5. LANDSCAPING: Metal gate (height: 1550mm)
EX 6. LANDSCAPING: Stone boundary wall
EX 8. LANDSCAPING: Concrete path rising to Wern Terrace
EX 9. Existing manhole cover, exact location to be confirmed
EX 10. Structure partially covered by vegetation

PROPOSED MATERIALS KEY
P 2. EXTERNAL WALLS: Woodfibre board insulation with plaster internal lining
P 5. DOORS: Painted framed ledged and braced timber door
P 6. DOORS: Internal door to W/C
P 8. LANDSCAPING: Poured concrete ramp at 1:12 slope
P 9. LANDSCAPING: Metal balustrading (1100mm height)

P 10. Recessed brick panel to indicate existing opening location. Brick to match 
existing.

P 13 Proposed drainage route.
P 14 Automatic door push plate.
P 15 Extract fan from WC to external face of wall.

NOTES
Responsibility is not accepted for errors made by others scaling from this drawing. 

All construction information should be taken from figured dimensions only. Dimensions 
are in millimetres unless otherwise stated. 

All dimensions and conditions are to be checked on site prior to preparing drawings or 
commencing any work.
 
Any variations or supplementary drawings are to be approved by The Architect.

All details are to be read in strict accordance with GA drawings and construction notes

All steelwork sizes, padstones, blockwork strengths and associated structural design to 
be in accordance with structural engineers design and requirements. Hiraeth Architecture 
accepts no liability to any discrepancies in the structural design indicated on these 
drawings. Any structural related queries should be directed to the project engineer 
immediately.
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1. St John Baptist’s Church is currently vested in the Representative Body 
of the Church in Wales. The St John Baptist's Church Parochial Church 
Council are responsible for the repair, maintenance and management 
of the Church.

The full postal address of the property is:
St John Baptist Church
St John's Crescent
Rogerstone
Newport
NP10 9EY

Diocese: Monmouth
Archdeaconry: Newport
Deanery: Tredegar Park
Benefice: Tredegar Park
Parish: Tredegar Park

Unitary (Local) Authority: Newport City Council
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PROPOSED MATERIALS KEY
P 1. EXTERNAL WALLS: New brickwork to match and tie in with existing
P 4. ROOF: Slate tiles on new pitched roof structure
P 5. DOORS: Painted framed ledged and braced timber door
P 8. LANDSCAPING: Poured concrete ramp at 1:12 slope
P 9. LANDSCAPING: Metal balustrading (1100mm height)

P 10. Recessed brick panel to indicate existing opening location. Brick to match 
existing.

P 11 Painted timber fascia.
P 12 Lindab PPC steel half-round rainwater goods.
P 15 Extract fan from WC to external face of wall.
P 16 House Sparrow nesting box, integrated into new brickwork.

EXISTING MATERIALS KEY
EX 1. EXTERNAL WALLS: Running bond red brick
EX 4. LANDSCAPING: Metal railing (height: 1550mm)
EX 6. LANDSCAPING: Stone boundary wall
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All construction information should be taken from figured dimensions only. Dimensions 
are in millimetres unless otherwise stated. 

All dimensions and conditions are to be checked on site prior to preparing drawings or 
commencing any work.
 
Any variations or supplementary drawings are to be approved by The Architect.

All details are to be read in strict accordance with GA drawings and construction notes

All steelwork sizes, padstones, blockwork strengths and associated structural design to 
be in accordance with structural engineers design and requirements. Hiraeth Architecture 
accepts no liability to any discrepancies in the structural design indicated on these 
drawings. Any structural related queries should be directed to the project engineer 
immediately.

LOCATION,  OWNERSHIP  AND  MANAGEMENT  NOTES

1. St John Baptist’s Church is currently vested in the Representative Body 
of the Church in Wales. The St John Baptist's Church Parochial Church 
Council are responsible for the repair, maintenance and management 
of the Church.

The full postal address of the property is:
St John Baptist Church
St John's Crescent
Rogerstone
Newport
NP10 9EY

Diocese: Monmouth
Archdeaconry: Newport
Deanery: Tredegar Park
Benefice: Tredegar Park
Parish: Tredegar Park

Unitary (Local) Authority: Newport City Council

Conclusions from Feasibility Study 

Following the review of both options, the client decided to proceed with 
an adaptation of option A. This was chosen because of its reference to 
the traditional forms and materiality of the Church and Church Hall, and 
its logical internal layout. Some amendments were made to the design, 
these include a relocation of the entrance door and access ramp and 
removal of the proposed windows. 

The relocation of the entrance door ensure that foot traffic to the W/C facilities 
is kept separate from the internal access road that runs adjacent to the 
building. Although this road is not often utilised, this separation increases the 
safety of users. The windows were removed to reduce costs and reduce long 
term upkeep requirements for the church, as well as increasing the the 
building’s security. 
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PRINCIPAL PROPOSALS AND ASSOCIATED JUSTIFICATION 

The proposals are intended to fulfil the brief, whilst prioritising the 
retention of the existing character of the Church through the renovation of 
an adjacent outbuilding to provide much needed facilities.  These 
proposals enable sustainable long term use of the building by the local 
community, with a continued increase in congregation and extended use 
by other local groups.  This will ensure its communal value will be 
enhanced going forwards. The proposals also allow for accessibility of the 
new facilities for all users. 

The ongoing maintenance, as well as the need for facilities to best 
support the desired activities going forwards, are perhaps the biggest 
threat to the Church.  Buildings require continuous investment in money 
and time to maintain them and allow them to continue their relevance for 
current and future needs.  These proposals are the most practical and 
economic form of preservation and retention. 

The proposals for the outbuilding are outlined below along with their 
justification; 

Renovation of external walls 
The outbuilding is currently constructed from red brick, with the walls 
terminating at a low mono pitch. The brick appears to be in relatively 
good condition, however, this will need to be properly assessed after the 
removal of the overgrown vegetation.  

The proposals will extend the existing walls up to create sufficient head 
height within the outbuilding, using a brick that ties in with the existing. 
These bricks will be of matching colour and dimension to the existing to 

create a seamless wall. The extent of additional brickwork is shown on 
the proposed elevations (see previous page). 

 The existing walls, depending on their stability, will be internally reinforced 
and then lined with a membrane, insulation and plasterboard. These 
upgrades will ensure that the building meets building control 
requirements.  

Existing openings that are no longer required will be infilled with a 
recessed brick panel to identify existing features. 

Justification 
By tying in with the existing fabric, using a  matching brick, the visual 
impact on the site is minimal. The increased height of the building is 
required to allow the building to function as a publicly accessible space, 
since the existing head height would be too low to suit the proposed use.  

New pitched roof 
The building will be completed with a new slate tiled pitched roof. The 
adjacent Church and hall are pitched slate roofs, so this detail is in 
keeping with the context. The pitch will be visible internally to make the 
small interior appear more spacious. New PPC aluminium rainwater 
goods will be fixed to the eaves to provide drainage.  

Justification 
The pitch will provide additional internal height, compared to a flat or 
mono pitch. The pitch is also in keeping with the form of the adjacent 
historic buildings.  
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External works (ramps/landscaping) 
The invasive vegetation will be removed from the existing building, this will 
be replaced by appropriate planting around the perimeter of the 
outbuilding. This will soften the appearance of the building in the site, as 
well as improving the overall aesthetic.  

A new ramp will be installed to the north of the building, to ensure there is 
an accessible, step free route to the facilities. The ramp will be formed 
from poured concrete, with balustrading that is in keeping with the 
existing balustrading to the south. 

Justification 
The ramp is essential to ensure that the proposals are in keeping with 
Approved Document M. The dimensions of the ramp are determined by 
standards set out in this document.  

Additional planting is required to offset the vegetation removed to allow 
for the renovation of the outbuilding. More information about the planting 
is provided in the accompanying Green Infrastructure Statement.  

Internal works 
The brief required the addition of new W/Cs and storage space for the 
Church. The proposals include two W/Cs (one of which is accessible) and 
integrated shelving along the north wall of the space. Since the footprint 
of the outbuilding is fixed, the layout has been considered to make the 
most efficient use of the space available. The lobby provides sufficient 
space for the turning circle of a wheelchair, whilst still allowing for the 
maximum amount of storage along the north wall.  

Justification 
The accessible W/C is designed to comply with the space requirements 
set out in Approved Document M. The priority is to ensure that the 
facilities cater for all members of the congregation and local community.  
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OVERVIEW RESPONSE TO OBJECTIVES OF GOOD DESIGN 

The proposals are designed to benefit the Church’s use by the 
congregation and other community groups. Below are key categories 
considered during the design process, to ensure the benefits of the 
proposals are all encompassing. 

1. Access / Parking / Movement 
There is currently no accessible facilities for the congregation, so a 
new accessible W/C is proposed, with a ramp to ensure there is 
step free route to the space from the Nave. The dimensions of 
each space are in line with Approved Document M. 

2. Character 
The proposals will tie in with the existing outbuilding; by 
maintaining the existing footprint and utilising a matching brick. 
This will therefore minimise the impact on the existing character of 
the site. New planting is proposed to soften the building, following 
the removal of the current invasive vegetation.  

3. Placemaking 
The proposals are intended to enhance the ‘usefulness’ of the 
Church by providing the appropriate W/C facilities for both the 
congregation and the local community. The facilities allow for the 
church to have additional use as a space for hire, increasing its 
viability moving forwards. 

4. Layout (Internal) 
The proposed internal layout of the existing outbuilding makes the 
most efficient use of the space based on the footprint. The brief is 
to provide multiple W/Cs and additional storage for the church, all 
of which accommodated within the proposals.  

5. Appearance : Materials and Details 
The proposals include a new slate roof, this high quality material 
ties in with adjacent buildings (the Church and church hall 
adjacent). The brick is to match the existing material of the 
outbuilding to remain in keeping with the established appearance.   
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