
From:                                 Gill Mackley <gill@mackleydavies.co.uk>
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Please find attached 26/0431 New Holdings Landscape Comments June 2026.
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Countryside and Conservation 


Landscape Comments 
 


REFERENCE:   26/0431 


 


PROPOSAL:  CONSTRUCTION OF OUTDOOR EQUESTRIAN MANEGE, 


WITH POST AND RAIL FENCING,ACCESS GATES AND 


ASSOCIATED CHANGES OF USE OF LAND TO PRIVATE 


EQUESTRIAN USE 


 


SITE:  New Holdings Chapel Lane Llandevaud Newport NP18 


2AF 


 


APPLICATION TYPE: Full 


 


CASE OFFICER:  Francesca Saunders 


 


RECOMMENDATION: NO OBJECTION SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS or additional 


information 


 


Comments: 


Levels 


No levels are shown – there is a limit to manege gradients given the surface and use 


which the application should confirm.  


The site appears relatively level but can this be confirmed by photos in the first instance. 


Hedge proposal 


 


The GIS shows planting of a native mixed hedge along the east boundary which is 


welcome and which would meet LDP GP5 vi ‘the proposal includes an appropriate 


landscape scheme which enhances the site and the wider context including green 


infrastructure and biodiversity networks’. However this is not shown on the same plan 


and version submitted separately – see below. 


 


 
Extract from PL002 rev A 


 
From GIS same drawing version but 


showing planting  


 







Countryside and Conservation 


Landscape Comments 
 


 


In addition I have concerns over aspects of the hedge proposal: 


 


 The GIS information is not legible but appears to show 20% hazel with 80% trees 


species – this will make for a very difficult and open habit hedge to maintain – 


generally the balance is the other way round. I advise a walk round of local native 


hedges and would guesstimate a high percentage of hawthorn would be relevant.  


 


 The use of native field or dog rose will also create a maintenance issue given the 


close distance to manege users – these are thorny and fast growing once 


established.  


 


 Sufficient gap will be needed to avoid grazing by horses (possibly either-side) and 


the use of oak is generally avoided near horses. 


 


 Hedge maintenance should be included to state target height and whether any 


trees are allowed to grow on etc. 


 


The concerns could be addressed by submitting revised information or could be 


conditioned.  


 


 


 


 


Gill Mackley CMLI Mackley Davies Associates Ltd 29 June 2026 


 





