
 

Ecological Enhancement Strategy 

PROJECT TITLE: Construction of 149 residential dwellings and associated works. 
SITE ADDRESS: Riverside, Farm Road, Aberaman,, Rhondda Cynon Taff, CF446LJ. 
PLANNING REF: 24/1005/FUL 

DATE: 21st April 2026 

1. Introduc*on  

1.1) Full planning permission (ref. 20/1225) has been granted for the development of 149 
residen;al dwellings within the site boundary. The development site is centred at grid reference 
ST32094 87026, located along Usk Way in Newport. The site lies approximately 150 m west of the 
River Usk and is bounded by roads, residen;al proper;es and warehouses on all sides.  

The site currently comprises predominantly tall ruderal vegeta;on and scrub, with smaller areas of 
semi-improved grassland and an established tree line. These habitats form the baseline ecological 
context for the proposed development. 

1.2) The planning applica;on is subject to a number of condi;ons. Condi;on 7 states: 

 “Notwithstanding the screening process and notwithstanding the approved drawings, prior to the 
commencement of development a scheme of ecological enhancement shall be submi?ed to and 

approved in wri@ng by the Local Planning Authority. The approved enhancement measures shall be 
implemented prior to the occupa@on of the development and retained thereaFer.”.  

Reason”In the interests of sustainable development and ecology, in accordance with policies SP1 
and GP5.”. 

1.3) A Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA) of the site was undertaken by JBA Consul;ng, with 
the original report issued in October 2018 and subsequently updated in September 2020. The PEA 
field survey was completed on 11 July 2018 and was supported by a desk-based data search 
undertaken the same month. 

1.4) The data search iden;fied that the River Usk, located approximately 150 m east of the site, is 
designated as both a Special Area of Conserva;on (SAC) and a Site of Special Scien;fic Interest 
(SSSI).  

1.5) The PEA iden;fied the dominant habitat within the site as tall ruderal vegeta;on and scrub, 
with a strip of semi-improved grassland and an established tree line present along the western 
boundary. Although Japanese knotweed was not recorded during the ini;al PEA survey, 
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subsequent walkover surveys undertaken in 2020 iden;fied small stands of this invasive 
non-na;ve species associated with spoil piles within the site. 

1.6) Rep;le surveys were undertaken by JBA Consul;ng in 2018 and the findings were reported 
within a Rep;le Mi;ga;on Strategy issued in December 2020. A total of 100 ar;ficial rep;le 
refugia were deployed across the site and checked on ten occasions between August and October 
2018. The surveys recorded the presence of slow worm at low popula;on levels, with a total of 
seven individuals recorded over the ten survey visits. The popula;on was assessed as small and 
localised, confined to areas of the site containing suitable vegeta;on.  

1.7) The report noted that vegeta;on clearance and the installa;on of rep;le exclusion fencing 
had already been undertaken at Old Town Dock. Clearance works were carried out under suitable 
weather condi;ons and under ecological supervision, with the aim of reducing habitat suitability 
for breeding birds and slow worms prior to construc;on. A rep;le exclusion fence had been 
installed around an area in the southwestern corner of the site to prevent slow worms from 
accessing this area. 

1.8) A rep;le transloca;on scheme is understood to have been undertaken on site and reported 
within a JBA Consul;ng Rep;le Transloca;on Report (August 2021). Rep;le refugia mats were 
placed on site in April 2021 and checked over a six week period whereby any captured rep;les 
were to be transported to a receptor site, although it was noted that no slow worms were 
iden;fied during the transloca;on checks.  

1.9) An Arboricultural Impact Assessment was undertaken by ArbTS on 23 March 2020, with the 
findings reported in May 2021. The assessment iden;fied one tree area comprising goat willow 
(Area A1), four tree groups (Groups G1 - G4) consis;ng primarily of wild cherry, birch, sweet gum 
and elm, and a total of 40 individual trees (Trees T1 - T40). Individual tree species recorded include 
lime, silver maple, Norway maple and wych elm. All trees assessed within the site were 
categorised as either Category B (moderate quality and desirable for reten;on) or Category C (low 
quality and op;onal for reten;on), in accordance with standard arboricultural classifica;on. 

1.10) A Japanese Knotweed Management Plan was prepared by JBA Consul;ng in September 2020 
following the iden;fica;on of small stands of this invasive non-na;ve plant species within spoil 
heaps located in the southern part of the site. 

1.11) The Environment Act (Wales) 2016 places a duty on competent authori;es and councils 
including Newport Council to conserve and enhance biodiversity. As such recommenda;ons are 
made within this report to improve the biodiversity value of the proposed development. Chapter 6 
of Planning Policy Wales (version 12), paragraph 6.2.5 requires Green Infrastructure considera;ons 
to be included with all planning applica;ons. The delivery of green infrastructure features can also 
provide habitat compensa;on and biodiversity enhancements within a scheme.  
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2. Biodiversity Measures 

2.1) A series of biodiversity measures are required to be included within the development 
proposals to compensate for habitat loss and also help demonstrate an overall biodiversity 
enhancement that can be delivered. The below measures will be included within the development 
proposals.  

Provision of Bird Nes*ng Opportuni*es 

2.2) A total of 40 integrated bird boxes will be provided within the proposed development. All 
boxes will be built into the external fabric of the buildings at eaves level, posi;oned at a minimum 
height of 3 m above ground level. Indica;ve images of suitable integrated bird boxes are provided 
in Appendix 1. 

2.3) 20 PRO UK Visible Build-In SwiC Box and 20 Vivara Pro UK Build-In Half-Open Nest Box are 
proposed as the suggested box types for the development, as both are well suited for integra;on 
within new-build structures. Where these specific products are unavailable, alterna;ve integrated 
nest boxes of an equivalent specifica;on and suitability may be used. 

2.4) The 20 PRO UK Visible Build-In SwiC bird boxes will be installed on the relevant gable ends of 
the below building units (Blue on plan): 

• 26, 27, 30, 34, 37, 43, 46, 49, 52, 56,  

•  94, 97, 100, 104, 107, 110, 115, 121, 125, 126. 

2.5) The 20 Vivara Pro UK Build-In Half-Open bird boxes will be installed on the relevant gable 
ends of the below building units (Orange on plan): 

• 60, 65, 69, 70, 75, 80, 83, 86, 87, 90, 

• 129, 131, 133, 135, 137, 139, 141, 143, 145, and 147. 

2.6) Photographic evidence of the boxes will be sent to the local planning authority ecologist once 
completed. Examples of types of suitable bird boxes can be found in Appendix 1. Their indica;ve 
loca;ons are shown in Appendix 2 but the loca;on of all biodiversity features must be shown on 
architectural drawings. 

Provision of Bat Roos*ng Opportuni*es 

2.7) A total of 40 Integrated Vivara Pro Build-in bat boxes (or similar design) will be provided 
within the new development. All boxes will be built into the walls no lower than eaves level of the 
building with the access gap leb open for use.     

2.8) The bat boxes will be installed on the relevant gable ends of the below building units (Pink on 
plan): 

• 22, 29, 33, 36, 40, 41, 44, 47, 50, 53,  

• 57, 61, 66, 71, 72, 77, 81, 84, 89, 93,  
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• 96, 99, 103, 106, 109, 113, 118, 119, 122, 128,  

• 130, 132, 134, 136, 138, 140, 142, 144, 146, and 148. 

2.9) No external ligh;ng will be placed within 2 m of any bat box. Photographic evidence of the 
boxes will be sent to the local planning authority ecologist once completed. Examples of types of 
suitable bat boxes can be found in Appendix 1. Their indica;ve loca;ons are shown in Appendix 2 
but the loca;on of all biodiversity features must be shown on architectural drawings. 

Provision of Invertebrate Features 

2.10) A total of 30 integrated bee bricks will be installed as part of the proposed development. 
Bee bricks can only be incorporated within eleva;ons finished in brickwork, and are therefore 
suitable for the following house types: Type A 03A, Type A 03B, Type B 02B, and Type 02A. All bee 
bricks will be installed at a minimum height of 3 m above ground level to reduce the risk of 
disturbance from occupants and site users and to maximise suitability for solitary bee species. 

2.11) At the ;me of wri;ng, a site plan iden;fying the house type for each individual unit is not 
available, and therefore it is not possible to provide plot-specific advice on bee brick placement. 
The final loca;ons of all biodiversity enhancement features, including bee bricks, must be clearly 
shown on the approved architectural drawings. Photographic evidence confirming the correct 
installa;on of the bee bricks will be submiced to the Local Planning Authority ecologist following 
comple;on of the works. Examples of suitable bee brick types are provided in Appendix 1. 

Fencing 

2.12) Any close board or mesh fencing within the site boundary will incorporate features to ensure 
it is wildlife friendly. The loca;on of all biodiversity features must be shown on architectural 
drawings. Such fencing will have either: a 13 cm by 13 cm gap cut at ground level every 10 m or; a 
con;nuous gap of 13 cm from the base of the fence and ground along the en;re fence line. Any 
mesh fencing must have a con;nuous gap of 13 cm from the base of the fence and ground along 
the en;re fence line. 

Proposed Plan*ng 

2.13) Shrub beds are proposed to be installed around the site, alongside pollinator-friendly rain 
garden plan;ng that will be scacered throughout the development to provide addi;onal habitat 
and biodiversity benefits. In addi;on, proposed areas of na;ve wildflower-seeded grassland and 
SuDS wildflower turf will be distributed across the site.  

2.14) The wildflower grassland will be seeded using Emorsgate EM1 meadow mix. During the first 
year of establishment, these areas will be lightly and regularly mown between watering periods to 
support sward development, with cugng heights gradually reduced from 8 - 10 cm to 
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approximately 5 cm and mowing carried out around every two months during the first growing 
season.  

2.15) Thereaber, and for all wildflower turf areas, management will consist of one early cut per 
year before mid-April, aber which grasses and wildflowers will be allowed to flower and set seed. 
A final cut will be undertaken at the end of summer, with all arisings leb in situ for approximately 
two days to allow seed dispersal before removal. Arisings will be composted on site where 
possible, with any excess material taken to a local authority recycling facility. 

Hedgerow Plan*ng 

2.16) Hedgerow plan;ng is proposed along the en;re western boundary of the site and between 
selected plots within the development to provide screening and landscape structure. Hedges will 
be planted in the centre of 0.8 m wide beds, arranged in single rows and set back a minimum of 
0.5 m from the kerb. New garden hedges will be maintained at a height of approximately 1.2 m - 
1.4 m, with biennial cugng undertaken in late summer or late winter.  

2.17) Na;ve boundary hedgerows will be managed at a height of approximately 1.8 m and 
trimmed bi-annually between the months of October and February. All hedges will be maintained 
to ensure they do not encroach onto adjacent footpaths or compromise boundary treatments. 

Best Wishes 

Beth Lewis 
Ecologist 
Ecological Services Ltd 

Signed:  Beth Lewis  Date: April 2026 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Appendix 1 -  Examples of Integrated Boxes 
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Appendix 2 - Suggested Bat and Bird Box Locations 

V.1 ECOLOGICAL SERVICES LTD 7



EAST DOCK CLOSE

USK W
AY

106

107

106

121

12
7

12
7

12
8

12
8

12
6

90

90 86

105

109

108

104

103

102

101

100

110

111

112

113

117

118

116

115

88

88

87

87

89

89

120

119

122

125

140

139

141

142

86

101

100

102

103

104

105

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

88

87

126

107

108

109

110

111

112

113
115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124
125

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

106

105

104

103

102

101

100

114

9.6
7

9.8
5

10
.95

10
.95

9.6
7

9.8
5

9.9
4

10
.95

10.65

9.85

SS

V

V

138

138

137

137

135

135

134

134

133

133

132

132

131

131

130

130

129

129

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

136

136

T28-Common Lime

T29-Common Lime

T30-Common Lime

T31-Common Lime

T32-Common Lime

T34-Common Lime

T36-Common Lime

T37-Common Lime

T38-Common Lime

T39-Common Lime

T40-Common Lime

T33-Common Lime

T35-Common Lime

S

S

S

S

S

S

450UB

1050UB

1050UB

1050UB

600UB

144

145

146

147

148

Outline of canopy.

Level Landing

Outline of canopy.
Level Landing

Outline of canopy.

Level Landing

Outline of canopy.
Level Landing

Outline of canopy.

Level Landing

146

146

147

147

144

144

145

145

148

148

Outline of canopy.
Level Landing

143 n

Bat Box Locations

Vivara Pro UK Build In Half Open Bird Box Locations

Vivara Pro UK Build In Swift Bird Box Locations

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis
Bat Box Locations

beth lewis
Vivara Pro UK Build In Half Open Bird Box Locations

beth lewis
Vivara Pro UK Build In Swift Bird Box Locations

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis



ALICIA CRESENT

USK W
AY

EAST DOCK ROAD

USK W
AY

ALICIA W
AY

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

127

127

126

126

99

99

98

98

97

97

94

94

91

91

90

90

92

92

93

93

82

83

84

86

85

81

80

78

77

72

75

71

70

69

68

66

67

62

61

61

63

64

57

58

59

60

24

24

25

25

27

27

26

26

28

29

29

31

30

30

32

33

43

44

46

46

45

47

49

48

5

2

53

53

54

55

36

36

37

37

35

35

34

34

65

65

22

22

23

23

41

41

42

8

9

6

7

10

17

18

20

4

3

11

19

1

21

12

13

14

16

78

79

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

77

86

51

50

52

39

39

38

38

40

40

52

56

56

15

33

C2

C1

C3

73

74

60

59

57

58

22

23

24

25

26
27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

4142

43

44

45

46
47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

89

88

87

92

91

90

93

94

95

97

98

99

96

76

56

BIN STORAGE FOR

APARTMENTS

10.76

11
.10

9.6

9.67

10.75

11
.02

9.69

10.65

11
.02

9.45

10.65

10.95

9.31

9.87

9.64

dry 
ris

er in
let

ExD
GF00

10.5

9.85

10.5

9.85

COMMERCIAL

STORAGE

57

58

59

60

D
ouble  W

h ee lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th e on  o r  s im

ila r  )

D
o ub le  W

he e lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th eo n  o r s im

ila r  )

D
ou b le  W

h e e lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th e o n  o r s im

ila r )

D
o ub le  W

he e lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th eo n  o r  s im

ila r  )

D
o u b le  W

h ee lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th e on  o r  s im

ila r  )

D
o ub le  W

he e lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th eo n  o r  s im

ila r  )

D
o ub le  W

he e lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
a n th e on  o r  s im

ila r  )

D
o u b le  W

h ee lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
an th e on  o r  s im

ila r  )

D
o u b le  W

h ee lie  B
in  S

to re

(P
an th e on  o r  s im

ila r  )

V

V

SS

12.5m
 x 3.5m

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

T2-Norway Maple Crimson King

T3-Norway Maple Crimson King
T4-Norway Maple Crimson King

T5-Silver Maple

T6-Silver Maple

T7-Silver Maple

T8-Silver Maple

T9-Silver Maple

T10-Silver Maple

T11-Silver Maple

T12-Silver Maple

T13-Silver Maple

T14-Silver Maple

T15-Silver Maple

T16-Silver Maple

T17-Silver Maple

T19-Silver Maple

T21-Silver Maple

T21-Silver Maple

T22-Common Lime

T23-Common Lime

T25-Common Lime

T26-Common Lime

T27-Common Lime

T28-Common Lime

T24-Common Lime

T1-Wych Elm

T18-Silver Maple

T20-Silver Maple

Bat Box Locations

Vivara Pro UK Build In Half Open Bird Box Locations

V

Vivara Pro UK Build In Swift Bird Box Locations

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis
Bat Box Locations

beth lewis
Vivara Pro UK Build In Half Open Bird Box Locations

beth lewis
V

beth lewis
Vivara Pro UK Build In Swift Bird Box Locations

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis

beth lewis


	Ecological Enhancement Strategy

