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5.4	 External Materials

The external materials have been carefully 
considered for this project too not only be 
sustainable and embrace net zero principles but 
also  to provide the aesthetic look we wanted for 
our design vision from our precedent studies.

The building is in a rural l setting and the materials 
we used for the walls and roof had to blend into this 
environment. The timber not only looks attractive 
but has a warm welcoming feel , enticing visitors 
to come in. We chose to do the one material on 
the roof and wall s to create one seamless looking 
building of architectural merit

We have used the vertical slatted timber of the 
same material as the roof and walls to mark the 
buildings entrances , the intention is to carry this 
material inside the building.

The double glazed composite timber / aluminium 
windows have been chosen to compliment the 
shingles and provide continuity in the buildings 
materials.

A grey solider course at the bottom of the building 
provides a robust base to the building and the  
shingles. 

Timber shingles for walls and roof Vertical timber Slats 

Composite windowsGrey brick base 
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Carlton Marshes Visitor Centre by Cowper Griffith Architects

Building Precedents

Ty Pren by Feilden Fowles

The expansive glazing and structural timber columns framing the 
external views, capturing the natural beauty of the site.

Timber materials - both timber structure and visible timber finish. 
Provides warmth of natural material
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View from footpath looking north-east5.5	 Visualisations



View from footpath looking north-west



Interior view of the cafe



Fourteen Locks 
Visitor Centre6.0

Landscape 
Design

6.0	 Landscape Design pg 33



Fourteen Locks 
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6.1	 Landscape Design

The landscape strategy has been prepared and informed 
by findings provided by Fenton & Reece who provided the 
applications Green Infrastructure Statement.  Setting out 
baseline conditions and proposed Green Infrastructure 
(GI) mitigation.

Ultimately, the landscape proposals at Fourteen Locks 
have primarily focussed on a light touch approach.  This 
has been to ensure proposals complement the localities 
natural countryside character and distinctiveness.

Recent improvements at Fourteen Locks have been 
acknowledged during the design process but if during 
construction existing elements are impacted matching 
materials etc. have been proposed.  Meaning where 
proposed elements meet with existing interfaces these 
should be quite seamless.

No tree felling is required to build the new centre.  
However, where construction encroaches on existing 
mature tree planting appropriate protection of root zones 
in line with findings from the arboricultural report will be 
implemented.  Additional tree planting enhances the 
existing tree line and along with the proposed ornamental 
shrub and rain garden species these plantings will consist 
primarily of native species.  The strategy has been to 
enhance known ecological benefits at site.

A SUDS basin forming part of the wider surface water 
strategy has been positioned within an existing earth 
bank.  The swale and wider area will be seeded with an 
appropriate seed mix for the environment.  Additional 
shrub planting will be planted to the edges of the basin.

Finally, a series of bat boxes will be required to comply with 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 ensuring no net loss 
of biodiversity.  These will be implemented with one being 
constructed as part of the architecture itself with several 
further boxes suitably attached to elements within the 
wider landscape.

pg 34



Fourteen Locks 
Visitor Centre6.0

The proposed visitor centre has 
been designed to have no 

impact on the recently 
constructed footpath and wall.

2n
o E

V 

Cha
rg

ing
 B

ay
s 

(a
s e

xis
tin

g)
 

Pond
Existing 
Footpath

6n
o S

taf
f B

ay
s 

(a
s e

xis
tin

g)
 

Retain 3no 
cycle hoops 

17no Standard  

Bays (as existing) 

Integrated external 
seating bench

Outdoor cafe 
seating area

Existing 
Footpath

13no Standard  

Bays (as existing) 

3no Accessible 

Bays & 2no 

Standard  Bays 

Cw
m

 Lane

Brunel 
Ave

Secure, covered commercial waste 
compound, 3.0 x 2.5m, capacity 

4no. 1.26 x 1.0mm bins 

Covered, secured & lockable 
5no cycle hoops secure bike 

storage 

Car Park

1

2

14

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19 20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

38
37

1

2

3

PT01

PT02

79.280 m

79.092 m

78.369 m

78.125 m

78.930 m

79.000 m

80.600 m

78.650 m

78.300 m

PT02

Raised planter with ornamental shrub 
planting to provide screening and informal 

seating within cafe breakout space

Hit & miss style 1.8m tall wooden 
fencing with matching lockable gate

Wall edge to offer informal seating 
edge to cafe breakout space

WAL01

WAL01

GRASS SWALE

BIN 
STORE

SF04

6no. visitor cycle parking 
bays (3 sheffield hoops)

3no. car parking bays will be lost due 
to road realignment following 
construction of new building.  

Remaining area to be set over to 
ornamental shrub and tree planting

SF06

SF06

SF06

SF06

SF01

A series of fixed bollards to 
provide a defensible edge to the 

mainentrance to the building

SF03

New bird boxes fixed to existing to 
trees

Red Boundary

LEGEND

Levels

HARD LANDSCAPE LEGEND

Existing & proposed buff coloured 
resin bound gravel  surface

PT02

PT01

78.22m

Existing tarmac surface to 
car parking area

STREET FURNITURE

Sheffield galvanised 
cycle stand

SF01

SF02 Enclosed wooden bin 
shelter

SF03 Secure lockable cycle storage 
for up to five bicycles

WALL TYPES

Planter & seating edge wall to 
match existing low walls on site

WAL01

SF04 Brushed stainless steel 
collapsible & fixed bollard

PT03 Recessed entrance matting 
for dirt & moisture collection

EDGES (ED)

ED01 Concrete HB2 kerb to edge 
of planting

SF05 Brushed stainless steel 
door hoops

Total:

2no. EV charging
6no. staff parking
3no. accessible bays
32no. standard bays

10no. secure cycle spaces
12no. open cycle spaces

PROPOSED PARKING PROVISION PROPOSED CYCLING PROVISION

Total = 43 Total = 22

AHR Architects Ltd
Vintry Building
Wine Street
Bristol
BS1 2BD
United Kingdom

T  +44(0)117 9299146
E  bristol@ahr.co.uk
www.ahr.co.uk

original by

client name

project

drawing

computer file plot date

project number scale

drawing number rev issue status

This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all related drawings. All dimensions must 
be checked and verified on site before commencing any work or producing shop 
drawings. The originator should be notified immediately of any discrepancy.
This drawing is copyright and remains the property of AHR.

@A1

date created approved by

 1 : 200

\\10.32.1.11\DEM_Profiles\_Folder_redirection\hira.teirney\Documents\Revit
Files\Local Files\Revit 2024\FLVC-AHR-ZZ-ZZ-M3-A-06000 Fourteen Locks
Visitor Centre _RVT2024_hira.teirney.rvt

P02

Hard Landscape Layout

2023.00612.000

Fourteen Locks Visitor Centre

Newport City Council

NG

FLVC-AHR-S1-XX-DR-A-09420

DJK

S4

18.02.25

Rev Description Date Dr
by

App
by

P01 Issued for Information 21.02.25 DJK DJK
P02 (S4) Issued for Planning 28.02.25 DJK HT

0

SCALE  1 : 

4 8 12

200

N

The proposed visitor centre has 
been designed to have no 

impact on the recently 
constructed footpath and wall.

2n
o E

V 

Cha
rg

ing
 B

ay
s 

(a
s e

xis
tin

g)
 

Pond
Existing 
Footpath

6n
o S

taf
f B

ay
s 

(a
s e

xis
tin

g)
 

Retain 3no 
cycle hoops 

17no Standard  

Bays (as existing) 

Integrated external 
seating bench

Outdoor cafe 
seating area

Existing 
Footpath

13no Standard  

Bays (as existing) 

3no Accessible 

Bays & 2no 

Standard  Bays 

Cw
m

 Lane

Brunel 
Ave

Secure, covered commercial waste 
compound, 3.0 x 2.5m, capacity 

4no. 1.26 x 1.0mm bins 

Covered, secured & lockable 
5no cycle hoops secure bike 

storage 

Car Park

1

2

14

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19 20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

38
37

1

2

3

PT01

PT02

79.280 m

79.092 m

78.369 m

78.125 m

78.930 m

79.000 m

80.600 m

78.650 m

78.300 m

PT02

Raised planter with ornamental shrub 
planting to provide screening and informal 

seating within cafe breakout space

Hit & miss style 1.8m tall wooden 
fencing with matching lockable gate

Wall edge to offer informal seating 
edge to cafe breakout space

WAL01

WAL01

GRASS SWALE

BIN 
STORE

SF04

6no. visitor cycle parking 
bays (3 sheffield hoops)

3no. car parking bays will be lost due 
to road realignment following 
construction of new building.  

Remaining area to be set over to 
ornamental shrub and tree planting

SF06

SF06

SF06

SF06

SF01

A series of fixed bollards to 
provide a defensible edge to the 

mainentrance to the building

SF03

New bird boxes fixed to existing to 
trees

Red Boundary

LEGEND

Levels

HARD LANDSCAPE LEGEND

Existing & proposed buff coloured 
resin bound gravel  surface

PT02

PT01

78.22m

Existing tarmac surface to 
car parking area

STREET FURNITURE

Sheffield galvanised 
cycle stand

SF01

SF02 Enclosed wooden bin 
shelter

SF03 Secure lockable cycle storage 
for up to five bicycles

WALL TYPES

Planter & seating edge wall to 
match existing low walls on site

WAL01

SF04 Brushed stainless steel 
collapsible & fixed bollard

PT03 Recessed entrance matting 
for dirt & moisture collection

EDGES (ED)

ED01 Concrete HB2 kerb to edge 
of planting

SF05 Brushed stainless steel 
door hoops

Total:

2no. EV charging
6no. staff parking
3no. accessible bays
32no. standard bays

10no. secure cycle spaces
12no. open cycle spaces

PROPOSED PARKING PROVISION PROPOSED CYCLING PROVISION

Total = 43 Total = 22

AHR Architects Ltd
Vintry Building
Wine Street
Bristol
BS1 2BD
United Kingdom

T  +44(0)117 9299146
E  bristol@ahr.co.uk
www.ahr.co.uk

original by

client name

project

drawing

computer file plot date

project number scale

drawing number rev issue status

This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all related drawings. All dimensions must 
be checked and verified on site before commencing any work or producing shop 
drawings. The originator should be notified immediately of any discrepancy.
This drawing is copyright and remains the property of AHR.

@A1

date created approved by

 1 : 200

\\10.32.1.11\DEM_Profiles\_Folder_redirection\hira.teirney\Documents\Revit
Files\Local Files\Revit 2024\FLVC-AHR-ZZ-ZZ-M3-A-06000 Fourteen Locks
Visitor Centre _RVT2024_hira.teirney.rvt

P02

Hard Landscape Layout

2023.00612.000

Fourteen Locks Visitor Centre

Newport City Council

NG

FLVC-AHR-S1-XX-DR-A-09420

DJK

S4

18.02.25

Rev Description Date Dr
by

App
by

P01 Issued for Information 21.02.25 DJK DJK
P02 (S4) Issued for Planning 28.02.25 DJK HT

0

SCALE  1 : 

4 8 12

200

N

The proposed visitor centre has 
been designed to have no 

impact on the recently 
constructed footpath and wall.

2n
o E

V 

Cha
rg

ing
 B

ay
s 

(a
s e

xis
tin

g)
 

Pond
Existing 
Footpath

6n
o S

taf
f B

ay
s 

(a
s e

xis
tin

g)
 

Retain 3no 
cycle hoops 

17no Standard  

Bays (as existing) 

Integrated external 
seating bench

Outdoor cafe 
seating area

Existing 
Footpath

13no Standard  

Bays (as existing) 

3no Accessible 

Bays & 2no 

Standard  Bays 

Cw
m

 Lane

Brunel 
Ave

Secure, covered commercial waste 
compound, 3.0 x 2.5m, capacity 

4no. 1.26 x 1.0mm bins 

Covered, secured & lockable 
5no cycle hoops secure bike 

storage 

Car Park

1

2

14

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19 20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

38
37

1

2

3

PT01

PT02

79.280 m

79.092 m

78.369 m

78.125 m

78.930 m

79.000 m

80.600 m

78.650 m

78.300 m

PT02

Raised planter with ornamental shrub 
planting to provide screening and informal 

seating within cafe breakout space

Hit & miss style 1.8m tall wooden 
fencing with matching lockable gate

Wall edge to offer informal seating 
edge to cafe breakout space

WAL01

WAL01

GRASS SWALE

BIN 
STORE

SF04

6no. visitor cycle parking 
bays (3 sheffield hoops)

3no. car parking bays will be lost due 
to road realignment following 
construction of new building.  

Remaining area to be set over to 
ornamental shrub and tree planting

SF06

SF06

SF06

SF06

SF01

A series of fixed bollards to 
provide a defensible edge to the 

mainentrance to the building

SF03

New bird boxes fixed to existing to 
trees

Red Boundary

LEGEND

Levels

HARD LANDSCAPE LEGEND

Existing & proposed buff coloured 
resin bound gravel  surface

PT02

PT01

78.22m

Existing tarmac surface to 
car parking area

STREET FURNITURE

Sheffield galvanised 
cycle stand

SF01

SF02 Enclosed wooden bin 
shelter

SF03 Secure lockable cycle storage 
for up to five bicycles

WALL TYPES

Planter & seating edge wall to 
match existing low walls on site

WAL01

SF04 Brushed stainless steel 
collapsible & fixed bollard

PT03 Recessed entrance matting 
for dirt & moisture collection

EDGES (ED)

ED01 Concrete HB2 kerb to edge 
of planting

SF05 Brushed stainless steel 
door hoops

Total:

2no. EV charging
6no. staff parking
3no. accessible bays
32no. standard bays

10no. secure cycle spaces
12no. open cycle spaces

PROPOSED PARKING PROVISION PROPOSED CYCLING PROVISION

Total = 43 Total = 22

AHR Architects Ltd
Vintry Building
Wine Street
Bristol
BS1 2BD
United Kingdom

T  +44(0)117 9299146
E  bristol@ahr.co.uk
www.ahr.co.uk
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